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President - John Blehm

Florida 
Ken Daniel


Michigan

Christiana Griswold


Pennsylvania 
Melanie Metcalf 


Texas 
Jerome Osborne


A Warm Welcome to Our New Members…

Missouri 
Brett Shoemake

 

North Carolina 
Jennifer Jourdan


Our 2019 Ameraucana Lifetime Achievement Award goes to Richard Orr, from Monroe CT. He 
originally joined our Ameraucana club in the early 1990s and rejoined a few years ago. Richard served as 
a club director for several years and wasn't shy when it came to writing reports for our newsletters. Many 
of them can be read on the Archives pages of our Ameraucana.org 
site. He is probably best known in the Ameraucana world for writing 
THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE AMERAUCANA BREED AND CLUB, 
back in 1998 and made a few minor revisions to it in 2015. I remember 
Richard drove to one of our national meets, here in Michigan, bringing 
his late son Eddy with him. He really went the extra mile to get involved 
and promote our breed of chickens and club. They drove home thru 
Canada with crates of chickens in his hatchback and customs didn't 
give him a hassle… maybe because he wears a sheriff's badge.

I’ve appointed Steve Neumann to head a committee, with Mike 
Gilbert and Russ Blair to request the APA revise the wording, in their 
Standard of Perfection, regarding the background and history of the 
Ameraucana. They say Ameraucanas are “directly linked with the 
Araucana stocks brought to the U.S. in the 1930's”. The problem is that 
today there is a recognized breed using the Araucana title and prior to 
that recognition Easter egg chicken and Araucana were 
synonymous. Using today’s definition of Araucana the SOP makes it 
sound like Ameraucanas were created using Araucanas and that just 
isn’t so. Both breeds were developed using Easter eggers. To set the 
history correct, we propose changing some of the wording in the Standard that doesn’t apply to any of the 
descriptive breed standard.

The board of directors authorized the purchase of a couple 34" x 81" 
retractable banners to use at our national meets and perhaps some club meets. 
Janet Tipton and Becky Howie also bought one each to use at shows they 
attend!  I set one up to check them out. They have two height settings and 
appear to be promotional tools.

Please take time to review our constitution/by-laws and club policies 
on our Ameraucana.org site from time to time. These documents guide our board 
of directors and besides the general information they contain, some important 
dates that we follow. So, here is a reminder that bids/offers for our 2020 
Ameraucana National Meet(s) have to be submitted to me by November 1st. If 
you have a show in mind that you want the board to consider for a national meet 
please solicit a bid/offer from them. The board will place one or two national 
meets by November 15th, so all our Alliance members have plenty of time to 
prepare.

Ontario, Canada 
Tanya Johannessen


Richard Orr with his lIfetime 
Achievement Award

http://ameraucana.org/
http://ameraucana.org/
http://ameraucana.org/
http://ameraucana.org/
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Director - Russell Blair
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Director - Stan Alder
Greetings from South Carolina! It has been a good summer, though extremely hot, even for this 

area. We have had very little rainfall this summer, which meant a respite from coccidia and dry pox 
carrying mosquitoes. I miss the rain, but I don't miss the other two!
                As I was sorting birds to bring to the Eastern National, I thought about several folks asking 
about conditioning cages, so I decided that in this quarter's report I would share mine. I have a small 
operation, so I try to utilize my resources to the max. Rather than having a separate area for show cages 
to condition birds, I have built a multi use set of pens. Not only are these used for conditioning, they are 
also used for cockerel isolation, quarantine, pair breeding, grow out, and even as brooders, if covers are 
added in the cooler nights.
                Construction is pretty simple and I think you will be able to adapt it to suit your own needs. I 
used 4’X8’ exterior plywood for the bottom, middle and top. I divided it longways down the middle with 
pegboard to make 2, 2’X8’ sections for each level. The pegboard allow air flow and prevents beak to beak 
contact. If I need to, I can then subdivide each of those with slid-in dividers to make a total of 8, 2’X4’ 
sections. I attach rabbit feeders and auto-fill water cups thru the wire, which allows me to fill them from the 
outside. For the roof, I use corrugated, polycarbonate panels. They are flexible enough to bend to make 
enough pitch for run off. I'm not sure how much of a snow load they will support, because that is not a 
problem in South Carolina. You'll need to do the engineering if that is something you should be concerned 
about.
                I hope this will give someone an idea or two when considering new pens. They have been a 
space saver for me, and I have found them very useful. Feel free to message me if you are thinking about 
building your own this fall or winter. I'll be more than happy to help, except with snowload questions ! . I 
hope you have a wonderful fall !

Hello fellow Ameraucana Alliance members. I am not sure where this summer has gone, but I find 
myself sorting my grow outs and beginning the conditioning stage. It seems like I was just hatching a few 
weeks ago. The Michigan weather, this past spring and early summer, has really got me off my schedule. 
I am looking forward to another show season and getting the opportunity to visit old friends and make 
new ones as well. 

This is a wonderful time to be a member of our Alliance. With the growing membership, it has 
brought the opportunity of two National Meets for us. That being the Eastern hosted by DFFC in 
Greenville, Ohio the first weekend of October, and our Western hosted by UFPA in Farmington, Utah the 
second weekend in October. Unfortunately, I will be at our club meet at Fowl Fest in Birch Run, MI the 
second weekend, so I am concentrating on our Eastern National this year. If any of our members have 
never attended a National Meet, I strongly suggest you make your plans now.

First floor of the conditioning cages, 
before the middle board of plywood is 

installed for the second floor.

Second floor and roof constructed, with 
the installation of wire and doors next.

Chickens are checked into the hotel. If 
necessary, a divider can be slid in 

between the two middle posts. Two 
middle posts in the back help hold the 

divider in place.

( Continued… )
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Not only is it a great way to judge your birds against other breeders throughout the country, but it 
is also an opportunity to fellowship with like-minded people. Even if you are nervous, because you have 
never exhibited, don’t let that stop you. Usually, the new exhibitors are the ones to win big. Michelle 
Muldowney-Stevens and I have taken it upon ourselves to also put together silent auctions at each 
National. These are auctions will be for breeding quality Ameraucanas, which have been generously 
donated by fellow members. It is a great opportunity not only to raise money 
for our Alliance, but also an opportunity to give someone new to Ameraucana 
breed, the opportunity to get a good start with them. If you plan on attending 
either or both meets, just let Michelle or myself know if you would like to 
donate for these auctions.

I would also like to mention to our members not to forget to place your 
meets request far enough in advance so they can be published in our 
newsletter prior to the entry deadline. According to our meet request policy, 
this is crucial for all meets. This gives us time to advertise the meet so all 
members can plan accordingly. I also suggest, when requesting a meet, is 
start a topic on the Alliance forum to help promote it. Please review our meet 
policy regarding the needed information and get them to me via email at 
slicktree@hotmail.com, also include Steve Neumann at 
stevemneumann@gmail.com. So, let’s get them Ameraucana conditioned 
and our meets placed but more importantly enjoy this wonderful variety we 
have been blessed to call Ameraucana. Until next time, take care and God 
Bless.

Director - Monique Mankin

Director - Rebecca Howie

Wow!  It’s hard to believe summer is almost over. Soon the northern states 
will be having chilly nights and we in the South may get a break from the heat 
and rain that has been abundant this summer.

Summer has meant a bit of upheaval at my place. Right before school was 
out, my son was transferred to Arkansas due to his job. So now my 
grandchildren are far away and I am missing them pretty bad. I took a brief 
trip out for Landon’s birthday and I have to say it is pretty nice there. I am in 
the process of getting ready to sell the house and follow them. It looks like 
there is a bit of affordable small acreage so it is exciting for me. I will be near 
them and have more room for the poultry. What could be better!! 

I still plan to attend the Ameraucana Eastern National in Ohio and I am also 
finishing up my contribution for the fundraisers at each of the Nationals. My 
room is booked and waiting. I have a few pullets in conditioning cages. It 

seems like the humidity is taking a toll on the tail feathers (at least, that is what a friend says it is) so I will 
just have to wait and see how they look later this month. I hope to bring up a couple of birds. I am also 
looking forward to seeing so many Ameraucana enthusiasts whom I have gotten to know online and 
through email. I am sure everyone else is evaluating their Ameraucanas and hopefully they have their 
conditioning cages full of prospects for the Nationals and other Fall Shows. 

Wishing every one much success during the following season in all your endeavors. 

Growing up in Tennessee, fall was a favorite season of mine. A predictable time of cooler 
temperatures, colorful leaves and a relaxing environment lavishly decorated in harvest motifs. But in 
Wyoming, fall is a time of uncertainty with big fluctuations in temperatures, questions of when snow will 
descend from the sky and a hectic environment on the ranch with shipping cows to the market. It’s funny 
how seasons can be so different for everyone based on their location and lifestyle. 

Copyright © 2019 by Ameraucana Alliance ™
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( Continued… )

This also applies to preparing your chickens and coops for the winter season. For some, there is 
minimal preparation necessary. While for others, such as myself, there are many things that need to be 
tended to and considered for when cold temperatures arrive. Wherever you are, fall is the perfect time to 
start planning and executing those tasks that will make the winter season a bit more comfortable for your 
birds. So, I thought it would be a perfect time to share a few things that I do and use for my flock during 
the winter. I know my situation may be different than yours, so my goal of sharing is to inspire ideas you 
can apply to your operation this upcoming winter season.

With that being said, I should give you some information about the winters here and the design of 
my coop. Winters in Wyoming typically consist of dry precipitation, frigid temperatures and nasty wind 
(wind chills can reach -50 degrees). Because the snow we get usually is dry, drifts are more of an issue 
than ice. My coop began as a simple 12’x24’ metal building with a dirt floor and air flow/moisture being 
managed with windows and roof vents. However, due to the extreme weather conditions, the coop was 
upgraded with insulation, electricity and concrete floors over a span of several years. 

Well, to get started, your chickens will need a dry, draft free coop. This will help prevent frostbite 
and respiratory issues. Fix any leaks or holes in your coop and/or wrap it with a tarp or Tyvek moisture 
barrier. Just make sure to leave an opening, near the roof, to allow moisture to escape. Frequently 
changing the bedding in the winter helps keep moisture down from the manure. However, depending on 
the weather, that can be hard to do. So, I add Sweet PDZ granules (used for horse stalls and can be 
found at your local feed store) to the pine shavings, which helps absorb 
more moisture and reduce the smell of ammonia. Another trick of mine is 
installing a piece of plywood, under the roost, to catch their droppings 
during the night. In the morning, I scrape it off with a trowel and dispose of 
it in my compost pile. Removing this manure every day, or even every few 
days, really cuts down on the moisture and bedding changes. My only tip 
with this method is make sure you clean the roost off immediately in the 
morning if temperatures are close to zero in the coop. Otherwise, the 
manure will freeze to the plywood.

One of the biggest challenges, during cooler temperatures, is the 
water supply for your flock. I’ll be honest, having access to electricity 
makes things a lot easier. Most times, you can run an outdoor extension 
cord to your coop, if direct access isn’t available. I have found heated dog 
bowls are a cheap alternative to other heated poultry waterers on the 
market, with a cost of around $16. The downside is they need to be filled 
and cleaned daily. I have also found deicers, made for 5-gallon buckets, 
work well for larger flocks. They can be found at local feed stores. 

Now heating your coop during the winter is always a big debate. I don’t feel it’s a one size fits all 
answer. Many elements have to be considered with this topic, with some of the top ones being moisture/
humidity, drafts, and the inside temperature of the coop. Chickens produce their own heat and most of the 
time they will be comfortable in temperatures above zero, with no drafts. However, if you do feel the need 
to provide heat for your birds, I suggest using radiant heaters. When compared to heat lamps, they use 
less energy, are less of a fire hazard and only heat what is directly underneath or next to them. Sweeter 
Heater is a favorite brand of mine, but recently feed stores have started carrying other brands that are 
more affordable. Ultimately, it’s your call when it comes to providing an additional heat source, just make 
sure it’s helping more than hurting.

Nutritional needs also change for your birds during the colder months. In the winter, I increase their 
protein to compensate for the limited access to vegetation and insects. It also helps them recover faster 
from molting. You can simply feed a higher protein feed (I use 20%), or supplement with treats like 
mealworms and cooked eggs. Scratch is also a nice addition, as it can help keep them busy and prevent 
pecking when they are bored. I suggest using a scratch that contains cracked corn, as it will help the 
chickens generate more body heat, keeping them warmer.  Also remember to have grit available and a 
calcium source (I feed them crushed eggshells).

Finally, you should always have an emergency stash for your birds in case the weather prohibits 
travel and/or power becomes unavailable. I suggest keeping a week’s worth of feed and water. Fill used 
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Director - Steve Neumann
While our club's growth has slowed over the summer months, we are still adding new members 

every week and several members renewed, so our membership just keeps going up and up.  
I am excited to report that quite independent of us, the Entente Europeene d'Aviculture et de Cuniculture, 

the governing authority in Europe similar to our APA has recognized 
Ameraucanas as a breed.  This opens paths toward international 
expansion of our club.  We already boast members in several 
different countries, we look forward to helping clubs get off the 
ground in other countries by providing information and sharing 
stock if possible.  It's an exciting milestone for our breed.
This late summer has been brutally hot in Southern Colorado.  Both 
I and my birds are ready for fall and a break from the heat.  I wasn't 
going to hatch this fall, but since I only worked on my Blacks and 
Blues this year,  I am missing my Silvers.  I will be hatching from a 
couple different groups.   Hopefully I can get some good Silvers to 
show at the Spring shows.  I look forward to meeting all the 
members attending the Western National. 
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Director - Jeff Sonsalla
Summer is coming to a close here in Wisconsin. 

School is about to start and county fairs are winding down.
Gnats have been a problem for many flock owners 

again this summer. There have been so many gnats that 
they have been killing chickens. Some people have lost 
numerous birds. Gnats suck a chicken’s blood, suffocate a 
bird by crawling into and obstructing their airways (nostrils) 
and many repeated bites can cause anaphylactic shock 
(fatal allergic reaction). People have been able to decrease 
the loss of their chickens by keeping them indoors in 
screened in areas, using fans to keep air flowing (make 
wind) and spraying their chickens with insecticides. I am 
amazed something as tiny as a gnat could cause so much 
trouble but thousands of gnats at one time can be a 
devastating force. Luckily gnat season does not last many weeks.

Soon will be the fall poultry shows many of us enjoy so much in this region. Ameraucana are 
often well represented and truly a joy to watch. It is always a thrill to see an Ameraucana as champion 
AOCCL or AOSB. I enjoyed sending out the numerous Ameraucana Best of Breed and Reserve of 
Breed ribbons this last quarter. Having members show their quality Ameraucana is a great way to 
promote the breed. These poultry shows are also a way many juniors learn and get started with their 
first birds. I would like to encourage members to keep showing their Ameraucana. It really does make a 
difference. Have a enjoyable fall showing your Ameraucana and meeting old and new friends.

milk jugs with water and store them in an area that isn’t prone to freezing temperatures. And if for some 
reason you are incubating eggs in the middle of winter (yes, I’m guilty of it), a generator sure comes in 
handy when power goes out. 

Well, I hope the Farmer’s Almanac is wrong this year, as the prediction looks pretty cold and 
snowy for most of the United States. If anything, take it as an opportunity to prepare for the worse and 
hope for the best. I hope some of you found value in my sharing, but more importantly, I hope it 
encourages you to ask seasoned chicken owners in your area how they prepare for cooler months. I’m 
sure they would be more than happy to give you some suggestions. 
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Heartland Classic Poultry Association
Missouri Club Meet April 27, 2019
Open Show #1 
16 Large Fowl Entered by 3 exhibitors
Judged by Bob Gilbert
RB, BV Black Cockerel by Lisa Helms, Out of 7 Birds
RV Black Cockerel by Lisa Helms
CH AOSB BB, BV White Hen by Sherry Klaus, Out of 4 
Birds
RV White Hen by Sherry Klaus
BV Self Blue Cock by Sherry Klaus, Out of 2 Birds
RV Self Blue Hen by Sherry Klaus
BV Splash Pullet by Sherry Klaus, Out of 1 Bird
Open Show #2 
16 Large Fowl Entered by 3 exhibitors
Judged by Brian Gates
RB, BV Black Cockerel by Lisa Helms, Out of 7 Birds
RV Black Cockerel by Lisa Helms
Res CH AOSB BB, BV White Hen by Sherry Klaus, Out of 3 
Birds
RV White Cock by Sherry Klaus
BV Self Blue Hen by Sherry Klaus, Out of 2 Birds
RV Self Blue Cock by Sherry Klaus
BV Splash Pullet by Sherry Klaus, Out of 1 Bird
Junior Competition 
Junior Show #1
7 Bantams Entered by 1 Exhibitor
Judged by Bob Gilbert
Res CH AOCCL, BB, BV Black Hen by Keirsten Klaus, Out 
of 4 Birds
RV Black Cockerel by Keirsten Klaus
RB, BV Wheaten Hen by Keirsten Klaus, Out of 3 Birds
RV Wheaten Hen by Keirsten Klaus
Junior Show #2
7 Bantams Entered by 1 Exhibitor
Judged by Brian Gates
BB, BV Black Hen by Keirsten Klaus, Out of 4 Birds
RV Black Cockerel by Keirsten Klaus
RB, BV Wheaten Hen by Keirsten Klaus, Out of 3 Birds
RV Wheaten Hen by Keirsten Klaus 

Coulee Region Poultry Club 
Wisconsin Club Meet June 1, 2019
16 Bantams Entered by 7 Exhibitors
Judged by Bart Pals
BV Blue Hen by Robert Rennolet, Out of 1 Bird
BV Blue Wheaten Hen by Rowley Dunn, Out of 6 Birds
RV Blue Wheaten Cock by Jeffrey Sonsalla
BV Buff Cock by Jeffrey Sonsalla, Out of 1 Bird
BV Silver Hen by Scott Lepak, Out of 2 Birds
RV Silver Cock by Michael Gilbert
RV Wheaten Cock by Michael Gilbert, Out of 4 Birds
BB, BV White Hen by Michael Gilbert, Out of 2 Birds
RV White Cock by Michael Gilbert 
19 Large Fowl Entered by 10 Exhibitors
Judged by Gary Rossman
BB, BV Black Hen by James Fegan, Out of 12 Birds
RB, RV Black Cock by James Fegan
BV Brown Red Cock by Michael Gilbert, Out of 1 Bird 

Connecticut Poultry Breeders Society 
Connecticut Club Meet June 9, 2019
7 Bantams Entered by 2 Exhibitors
Judged by Dwight Scott
BV Black Pullet by Temple DaSilva, Out of 1 Bird
BV Blue Wheaten Cock by Temple DaSilva, Out of 1 Bird
RB, BV Silver Hen by Amy Jo Labbe, Out of 3 Birds
RV Silver Hen by Amy Jo Labbe
BB, BV Wheaten Cock by Temple DaSilva, Out of 2 Birds
RV Wheaten Cock by Temple DaSIlva 

*** Meet Report Corrections From 
Summer Newsletter ***

Florida Poultry Fanciers Association 
Sunshine Classic - Blue January 5 & 6, 2019
5 Bantams Entered by 2 Exhibitors
Judged by Bill Patterson 
Read:
RB, BV Blue Wheaten Pullet by Rebecca Howie, Out of 3 
Birds
Corrected:
RB, BV Wheaten Pullet by Rebecca Howie, Out of 3 Birds 

Washington Feathers Fanciers
Spring Cascade Show March 16, 2019 
14 Large Fowl Entered by 5 Exhibitors 
Read: 
BV Blue Wheaten Cockerel by Royce Van Blairicome
Corrected: 
BV Blue Wheaten Cockerel by Royce Van Blairicome, Out of 3 
Birds

Sussex County Poultry Fanciers 
Spring Show April 19, 2019
25 Bantams Entered by 7 Exhibitors
Judged by Lewis Cunningham
Read:
BV Blue Wheaten Cockerel by Temple DaSilva
Corrected:
BV Blue Wheaten Cockerel by Temple DaSilva, Out of 3 Birds
Read:
BV Lavender Pullet by Sam Voges 
Corrected:
BV Lavender Pullet by Sam Voges, Out of 1 Bird

Copyright © 2019 by Ameraucana Alliance ™

Ameraucana Club Meet Reports
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Ameraucana Eastern National Meet Schedule 
Hosted by the Dayton Fancy Feather Club 

October 4-6, 2019 
Greenville, Ohio 

Copyright © 2019 by Ameraucana Alliance ™

Upcoming Ameraucana Meets
October 12-13, 2019 - Michigan Club Meet (2) 
Requested by Russell Blair

Michigan Poultry Fanciers 
Fowl Fest in Birch Run, MI

Contact Matt Boensch at

entries@fowlfest.org 


October 25, 2019 - Missouri Meet (2) 
Requested by Brett Shoemake

Missouri State Poultry Association 
Double Show in Sedelia, MO

Contact Bernita Miller at

bmiller@iland.net or (660) 647-2474


October 26, 2019 - Florida Meet (2) 
Requested by Rebecca Howie

Central Florida Poultry Breeders Association 
Double Show in Fanning Springs, FL

Contact Craig Prusansky at

craig.prusansky@cflpoultrybreeders.org or (321) 236-1080

September 28, 2019 - Montana Meet (2)

Requested by Michelle Muldowney-Stevens

Rocky Mountain Poultry Association 
Double Show in Great Falls, MT

Contact Shawna Oostema at 

fcclashawna@hotmail.com


October 5-6, 2019 - Eastern National/Ohio Club Meet

Requested by Russell Blair 

Dayton Fancy Feathers Club 
Double Show in Greenville, OH

Contact Amanda Heitzman at 

amanda.heitzman@hotmail.com or (937) 681-6002


October 11-12, 2019 - Western National / Utah Club Meet

Requested by Michelle Muldowney-Stevens 

Utah Fancy Poultry Association 

Double Show in Farmington, UT

Contact Michelle Muldowney-Stevens at

utahfancypoultry@gmail.com or (435) 363-5589


Friday, October 4th:
12:00 - 10:00 pm    Early Coop-in - Showroom open to receive 

   birds
7:00 pm    Informal gathering

   Tolly’s Gastropub (644 Wagner Ave)
   RSVP by October 3rd to allistan1@gmail.com

Saturday, October 5th:
6:00 - 9:00 am    Coop-in - Showroom open to receive birds
9:00 am    Judging begins 
10:00 am    Egg Competition entries due at club table

   Birds for Silent Auction due / caged
11:00 am    Egg Competition Judging / Winners 

   announced
4:00 pm    Bidding ends for Ameraucana Eastern 

   National silent auction
4:30 pm    Ameraucana Eastern National auction 

   winners announced
6:00 pm    Pizza Supper - $10 per person

   Quality Inn (1190 E Russ Road)
   RSVP by 4:00 pm on 10/5, at the club table

7:00 pm    Annual Ameraucana Alliance club meeting 
   and award presentations

Sunday, October 6th:
10:00 am Coop-out & clean-up

Ameraucana Western National Meet Schedule 
Hosted by the Utah Fancy Poultry Association 

October 10-12, 2019 
Farmington, Utah 

Thursday, October 10th:
7:00 am Showroom set-up begins - volunteers greatly 

appreciated
3:00 - 9:00 pm Showroom open to receive birds

Friday, October 11th:
7:00 - 8:30 am Coop-in - Showroom open to receive birds
8:30 am Judging begins
5:00 pm Off Site bidding ends for Ameraucana Western 

National silent auction
6:00 pm Dinner & Awards Presentation (location TBA)

Saturday, October 12th:
10:00 am Junior showmanship
11:00 am Egg Competition Judging
12:00 pm Onsite bidding ends for Ameraucana Western 

National silent auction
12:30 pm Ameraucana Western National auction 

winners announced
1:00 pm Auction of show quality birds (proceeds to the 

UFPA)
3:00 pm Prize Drawing (immediately following auction)
3:30 pm Coloring Contest Judging
4:00 pm Coop-out & clean-up - volunteers greatly 

appreciated

*Schedules are subject to change

mailto:allistan1@gmail.com
mailto:allistan1@gmail.com
mailto:fcclashawna@hotmail.com
mailto:amanda.heitzman@hotmail.com
mailto:utahfancypoultry@gmail.com
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mailto:fcclashawna@hotmail.com
mailto:amanda.heitzman@hotmail.com
mailto:utahfancypoultry@gmail.com
mailto:entries@fowlfest.org
mailto:bmiller@iland.net
mailto:craig.prusansky@cflpoultrybreeders.org
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It makes me sad how much our instant gratification culture has affected poultry and the people 
who play to this desire. You can buy top showbirds and put them in a cage and win, but that doesn't make 
you a breeder. Anybody can have nice birds, but to PRODUCE nice birds for many years, to improve your 
stock, you need to be a breeder.

To be a breeder there is no shortcut for careful study of the standard, careful training your eye to 
see faults, hard lessons from mentors, and careful study of basic genetics. There is also no shortcut to the 
years of experience and wisdom gained through various efforts, both successful and failed.
Many people today think the key to success in poultry is buying the right birds from the right person, and 
while this can put you ahead by years and give you winning birds right off the bat, it doesn't give you the 
tools to improve or even maintain the quality of that line. How many of us have seen people whose 
heads become so inflated with big early wins, they come to believe that they, and they alone are 
responsible for the years of hard work that went into producing a recently acquired show line. And these 
same people, having bought their way into nice birds, several years later are besieged by problems and 
deteriorated quality they can't fix because they selected the wrong birds. They never took the time to learn 
how to breed because their early success made them lazy. Off they go to buy more nice birds, because 
they don't have the knowledge or patience to produce those birds themselves. There are some people 
that peddle this type of "breeding" as success because of their wins. I see this type of breeding as the 
equivalent of a 30 year old child living in their parents' basement who refuses to pay rent or move out, and 
in their own minds is somehow responsible for their parents' wealth. Sometimes, early success cripples 
breeders. Since they've never had to breed out problems, they are less patient and willing to do so when 
problems arise.  They're so used to having excellent birds, they can't tolerate problems or see the 
potential in imperfect birds.   In our instant gratification culture, when people encounter a problem, they 
get rid of the birds and start over instead of trying to work it out. 

Why not try to breed out the faults? Why not learn how? Experiment and see if something works. 
That's what breeding is all about. Learning what works. Sometimes you have to take 2 steps back to go 3 
steps forward. Instead we've promoted this idea that breeding is all about always having the best 
and most perfect birds. I think that's wrong and we're sending the wrong message to future generations 
about what breeding is.

No birds came from nothing. Our hobby is a collaborative effort greater than any single one of us. 
One breeder's triumph gives us all cause to celebrate. When one breeder wins class, we all win. When 
one achieves lacing in blues, we all win. When one fixes combs in a variety known for problematic combs, 
we all win.  Many of these triumphs involved outcrosses that produced a lot of culls and imperfect birds 
along the way.  All of us should strive for humility in our craft because our contributions, no matter how 
great, are very small in the big picture of what all came before us in order for our birds to even be 
possible. We all stand on the shoulders of giants. We owe nearly all of our successes to the breeding 

Ameraucana Alliance Member Submissions 
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Badges for Ameraucana Alliance Meets

If you would like an Ameraucana Alliance name badge(s) for meets, please send 
$10 per badge and John Blehm will get them made and sent to you. The 
dimensions of the badges are 2" by 3" and they come with a pin on the 
backside. To pay for the badges, please PayPal to pay@AmeraucanaAlliance.org 
or send a check to John W Blehm.  If you want your state, farm name or other text 
included, in addition to your name, please include it in the note section of the 
PayPal form. John will email a proof to you before they go to print. Previous badge 
designs can be found on our Ameraucana forum with a search for “club name 
badges”. 

( Continued… )
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President - John Blehm 
4599 Lange Road


Birch Run, MI 48415-8137

John@FowlStuff.com


(989) 777-1234


Director - Stan Alder 
219 Stonehenge Circle

Edgefield, SC 29824

allistan1@gmail.com


(803) 637-2415


Director - Russ Blair 

13100 South Adrian Highway


Jasper, MI 49248

SlickTree@hotmail.com


(419) 410-2613


Director - Rebecca Howie 
500 George Street


Winter Springs, FL 32708

Rebeccah@mac.com


(407) 327-1212


Director - Monique Mankin 

PO Box 3685


Gillette, WY 82717

WYardbird@gmail.com


(307) 689-6513


Director - Steve Neumann 
3000 Wedgewood Drive #2351


Pueblo, CO 81004

SteveMNeumann@gmail.com


(719) 252-4908


Director - Jeff Sonsalla 
West 24453 Benrud Road


Galesville, WI 54630

MyHometownVet@gmail.com


(608) 539-3202


facebook.com/groups/AmeraucanaAlliance/


Join Us on Facebook at: 

Ameraucana.org

Ameraucana Alliance Board of Directors

Newsletter/Meet Deadline                    
Have something to share in the Ameraucana 
Alliance Newsletter? Great! Email your ads, articles, 
opinions, stories, photos, etc. to Monique @ 
WYardbird@gmail.com by November 15, 2019.


If you would like to request a meet, please email 
Russ @ SlickTree@hotmail.com by November 15, 
2019. Please request meets was early as possible. 
If there are multiple shows at the venue, a meet 
request will need to be made for each one.

*Checking accounts at Great Lakes Federal CU, MI 

triumphs of those who came before us and the thousands of birds they culled. For people who don't 
understand that, I encourage them to buy some hatchery Easter Eggers and try to build their own show 
line of Ameraucanas out of them without using any other lines of Ameraucanas. After a few years, they'll 
have a whole new appreciation for just how much work has been done and how many birds culled to get 
us where we are.

I'm of the opinion, you can sell a person an Ameraucana and they can win for a day, or you can 
teach them to breed and they can win for a lifetime. We need to stop promoting relationships of 
dependency, these cults set up around individual breeders and their lines, the culture of low persistence 
when problems arise, and focus more on creating an army of skilled breeders, all of which are 
knowledgeable and persistent enough to produce gains that benefit us all. We have many varieties that 
need a lot of work. Silver, Buff, Brown Red. A small handful of master breeders aren't going to fix our 
problems. It's going to take the dedication of more of us trying new things. Things that will not 
immediately produce show wins or birds that can be sold, but which could result in breakthroughs that 
move these varieties forward.

-Steve Neumann

* The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by various members, in this section, do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions, beliefs and viewpoints of all the Ameraucana Alliance members or the official policies of the Ameraucana 
Alliance
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